
In THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE, David Blankenhorn offers a bold, new
argument in the debate over same-sex marriage: that it would essentially
deny all children, not just the children of same-sex couples, their birthright
to their own mother and father. If we change marriage, we change parenthood
— for all families. Altering marriage to accommodate same-sex couples
would mean weakening in culture and eliminating in law the idea that
children need both their mother and their father.

THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE offers a grand anthropological tour of
marriage through various societies. David Blankenhorn concludes that
throughout history and in very different kinds of societies, the main purpose
of marriage is to provide every child with his or her father and mother. 

THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE also includes never before released
research analyzing data from the International Social Survey Programme in
2002 conducted in 35 countries, which offers the first scientific support
showing that marriage is weakest in nations in which support for gay marriage
is strongest. 
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“David Blankenhorn enormously deepens the current debate on same-sex marriage by recovering
the historical understanding of marriage as a public institution designed to promote and foster
procreation and the raising of children, an understanding based not on religious conviction but
on observation of how our species has evolved over time. It is a thoughtful and important
addition to the contemporary debate.”

— Francis Fukuyama, Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political Economy and director of the
International Development Program, Johns Hopkins University

“No one has thought more deeply about marriage as an institution than David Blankenhorn.
And no one has ever made the case more powerfully that the future of marriage will determine
the future of America’s children and thus the fate of our democratic experiment. This eloquent
book connects the dots among seemingly unrelated social and legal developments to produce a
picture of society at a crossroads, a society that still has time to revitalize marriage as its most
important institution for nurturing and educating each new generation.”

— Mary Ann Glendon, Learned Hand Professor of Law, Harvard University

To order your autographed copy of THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE, mail the form
below with your payment to: Institute for American Values, 1841 Broadway, Suite
211, New York, NY 10023; T. (212) 246-3942; F. (212) 541-6665; 
email: charity@americanvalues.org. All orders must be prepaid by credit card or
check/money order. Libraries and institutions may use purchase orders. 
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