The Taxpayer Costs of Divorce
and Unwed Childbearing
First-Ever Estimates for the Nation and All Fifty States

Each year family fragmentation costs American taxpayers a
recurring sum of money. These costs are due to increased taxpayer
expenditures for antipoverty, criminal justice and school nutrition
programs, and through lower levels of taxes paid by individuals
whose adult productivity has been negatively influenced by grow-
ing up in poverty caused by family fragmentation.

For the first-time ever, this study provides the a rigorous esti-
mate of the costs to U.S. taxpayers of high rates of divorce and
unmarried childbearing both at the national and state levels. It
arrives at a figure in the billions of dollars that represents a mini-
mum or “lower-bound” estimate. If, as research suggests is likely,
marriage has additional economic and social benefits to children,
adults, and communities—benefits that reduce the need for gov-
ernment services and that operate through mechanisms other than
increased income—then the actual taxpayer costs of the retreat from marriage are likely much
higher.

Authored by Benjamin Scafidi of Georgia College & State University, The Taxpayer Costs of
Divorce and Unwed Childbearing explains why policymakers may have an interest in supporting
marriage in Section I. Sections II and III explain the methods used to estimate the taxpayer cost
of family fragmentation by using evidence about the relationship between family breakdown and
poverty. Section IV reveals the national estimate of the taxpayer cost. Estimated costs for individ-
ual states are found in appendix B.

To order The Taxpayer Costs of Divorce and Unwed Childbearing, please return the form below, along with
your payment, to: Institute for American Values, 1841 Broadway, Suite 211, NY, New York 10023; T. (212)
246-3942; F. (212) 541-6605; email: charity@americanvalues.org. All orders must be prepaid by credit card
or check/money order. Libraries and institutions may use purchase orders.

Please check one:

I have enclosed a check made payable to the Institute for American Values.

Please charge my credit card: Visa MasterCard _ Amex
Card no. Expiration Date
Signature

Ship to (Please print):

Pricing information:

Name
No of copies Price Shipping & Handling
1 to 4 copies $5.00 ea. $3.00 Address
5-19 copies $3.50 ca. $7.00 (or company name)
20-29 copies $3.00 ea. $10.00
30-99 copies $2.50 ea. $12.00 Address
100 and over $2.00 ea. calculated per order

City/State/Zip Code

Additional shipping charges apply on all foreign orders.

- Daytime Phone No.
Quanity Unit Price Amount .
3 Email
S & H $

[ 1 Yes, I would like to receive the American Values
Reporter, the Institute’s periodic electronic newsletter.

Total $




